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The Rev. Loyda E. Morales outside of the Church of the Good Shepherd.

he Rev. Loyda E. Morales came to the
Church of the Good Shepherd as their
new rector this spring in part because
it was more financially stable than her prior
church in the Bronx. She has an innate
sense of how spiritual and material aspects
of life impact each other, how they both
need attention in life, and sometimes, need
adjustments to their balance.
As a Christian, especially a priest, she
didn't want to put material things in front of
spiritual ones, but knew that when material
things get so overwhelming that you can't
sleep at night - as they had for her - it's
time for something to change. She decided
to look for a new position.
"One of the 'pros' for me coming here was
[the] endowment;' Loyda said. "I do have
responsibilities for the building. But I can
also dedicate more time to the spiritual life
of the congregation, which for me is the
most important part of my calling, to be
with the people and grow together and find
new ways to discern God's call for us with
the community, as a family:· That's been her
focus since arriving in May.
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She's been learning a lot about the church,
the diocese, and the neighborhood - with
particular empathy and understanding for
those struggling with the material and
spiritual challenges of poverty.
Loyda grew up in Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico,
daughter of an Episcopal priest with cousins
active in other denominations. Her first
career was in banking. In the late 1990s she
was transferred to a bank position in New
York City and joined the Episcopal Church
of the Mediator. The bilingual, bicultural
community and its clergy further nurtured
her faith, encouraged her to attend seminary,
and later sponsored her for ordination to the
priesthood.
She was ordained by the Diocese of New
York in 2005; served as a vicar of a church
on Staten Island for a while; then took
time off to care for her mother. When her
mother was well enough again, Loyda
decided to return to work. She was called
to lead the Church of the Mediator as its
priest-in-charge in 2016. Their historic church
building, designed by Henry Vaughn and
called the "Little Cathedral of the Bronx,"
needed serious work and a diocesan

process to declare the church as a vulnerable
congregation became stalled.
Eventually, the declaration of the
congregation as vulnerable came through,
for which Loyda is grateful. However, by then
she had entered the search process and had
been attracted to Good Shepherd's location,
proximity to New York, and its multi-cultural,
multi-lingual congregation. It also had an
endowment. After interviewing, they chose
her as their next rector, she accepted, and
their mutual journey started in May 2019.
Good Shepherd, also known as Iglesia
del Buen Pastor, is also a historic church.
It was built in the mid-19th century with
profits from the Colt firearms company
at the direction of Colt's philanthropic
wife Elizabeth, a devoted Episcopalian.
"Coitsville" includes other properties from
that period and is in the process of becoming
a National Park site. A representative from
the church will have a seat on the board
of an official friends group for the planned
National Park. The church and its parish hall
are endowed from the Colt legacy.
The congregation strives to be part of the
fabric of its surrounding neighborhood. Good

